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Welcome Back Grant
Main Street Marshfield
www.mainstreetmarshfield.com

211 South Central Ave, Suite A, Marshfield, WI 54449

Kaelie Gomez, Executive Director
715-387-3299

executivedirector@mainstreetmarshfield.com

General Economic Development [+]

The Welcome Back Grant exists to promote improvements to rear business entrances in order to provide better visibility, accessibility, and
enjoyment to visitors. Grants are awarded up to $5,000 for completed back entrance projects like the development of patios, seating areas, fresh
paint, tasteful murals, better lighting, and improved signage. These amenities can help customers connect with downtown businesses in new ways,
leaving an unforgettable impression of Wood County.

Downtown creates a strong sense of place in a community through vibrant cultural assets like our historic buildings, public art and private studios,
and through our everyday living in workplaces and upper level housing, as well as visitor favorites-—entertainment, shopping, and dining. For these
spaces to thrive, businesses must be welcoming, liveable, visitable, and well-connected to bike paths, trails, neighborhoods, and other gathering
places in the community. While often a common access point, rear entrances tend to be afterthoughts, not aligning with the quality we’'d expect from
people-oriented space. The Welcome Back Grant establishes easy-access points into the commercial district while beautifying what's often the first
impression for residents and visitors parking, biking, or walking downtown.

You'll find letters of support from partnering economic development agencies, (Attachments A-B), attached to this application. You'll also find the
2024 Welcome Back Grant program application, (Attachment C), program description (Attachment D), and scoring criteria (Attachment E).

[

Main Street Marshfield applied for and received funds in 2024.



The Welcome Back Grant program would be released in late winter or Spring of 2025. We would
expect grant recipients' projects to be completed by November 1st, 2025.

In 2024, ~$27,700 of grant funding was requested, (with $20,000 available for awards), through
the Welcome Back Program. Private investment is totalling an additional $21,400 above grant
requests. At the time of this writing, its anticipated that ~$50,000 will be invested in downtown
building and business back entry improvements in 2024 thanks to this program.

Main Street interviewed a few of our 2024 applicants to gain a better understanding of their
perspective on the program hastening prioritization of rear entrance development. You'll find their
responses to our questions in Attachment F of this application.

The debut of the Welcome Back Grant required no matching funds from business applicants,
which provided an opportunity for a generous pilot program. Without the requirement of a 50/50
match in 2024, applicants demonstrated a willingness to invest beyond the grant limit. In 2025 we
will release the Welcome Back Grant program as a 50/50 matching grant in order to fulfill the 1:1
match highly recommended by the CEED Committee.
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